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This book arose out of an important o b s e r v a t i o n : the city has reached a
stalemate and is running out of hope. The E u r o p e a n city seems to have ground
to a halt in its p l a n s , the victim of oversight, s u s p i c i o n or even a rejection
of imagination by its a r c h i t e c t s , decision m a k e r s and r e s i d e n t s .
/
This book arose out of w o r d s : i n n u m e r a b l e a n a l y s e s of the m u l t i p l e failure
of s u c c e s s i v e " B r u s s e l i s a t i o n s " , but also p a s s i o n a t e d i s c u s s i o n s with
a r c h i t e c t s , both B e l g i a n and foreign, about what s h o u l d be d o n e . Some are
convinced that a c t i o n is r e q u i r e d , but no longer b e l i e v e in it; o t h e r s have
urged us to act, for us and for them.
/
This book a r o s e from a p r o c e s s of r e f l e c t i o n t r i g g e r e d by the trauma of
d e v a s t a t e d d i s t r i c t s and m i s s e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s and the b a c k w a r d - l o o k i n g
tinkering that followed. He have dreamt up the c o n d i t i o n s that are n e c e s s a r y
to cure the c i t y ' s ills. He need to r e d i s c o v e r c r e a t i v i t y and h o p e , but only
if we accept to take a good look at our past. No project can be c r e d i b l e
without a w a r e n e s s of o n e ' s h i s t o r y . That is why we are p r e s e n t i n g the
views of a r t i s t s in this b o o k , s e t t i n g out c o n c r e t e data and r e t r a c i n g the
genealogy of the w o u n d s and the s t r e n g t h s of this thousand year old city.
/
This book arose from a h o p e : taking the s h o r t c o m i n g s or m i s t a k e s as our point
of d e p a r t u r e , the h o p e of r e b u i l d i n g based on g e n u i n e p r o j e c t s . Even b e t t e r
to build on the w e a k n e s s e s to transform them into s t r e n g t h s and r e s t o r e the
dreams of a new u r b a n i t y which can be held up as an e x a m p l e for other u r b a n
therapies, After all C u r i t i b a s e r v e s as a r e f e r e n c e for B r a z i l .
/
This book arose from a c h a l l e n g e : with "CHANGE" we wanted to go beyond all the
obstacles and restart the m a c h i n e ; ask a r c h i t e c t s from B r u s s e l s and e l s e w h e r e
to invent p r o j e c t s that are p o s s i b l e , to risk thinking the u n t h i n k a b l e and
with the sheath of p r o p o s a l s harvested, c o n t r i b u t e to r e g e n e r a t i n g h o p e .


