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The Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer Belges (SNCB) - a Public
Limited Liability Company – was established in 1926 and operates
the Belgian railway network. The company is the main employer
and investor in the country and it is active in numerous sectors of
activity:

> passenger transport in Belgium
> international travel
> freight transport
> logistics

With its 41,800 workers, SNCB intends to take up the mobility
challenge with a high-performance and environmentally friendly
transport alternative offering an ideal complementarity with the
other modes of transport.
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3,454 km of railway lines

With its 3,454 km of lines, 2,701 of which electrified, SNCB is one
of the densest and most modern railway networks in Europe.

In 2001, it was dotted with 534 stations and stops.
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€ 201.6 m

€ 173.2 m

€ 323 m

€ 642.9 m

€ 716.1 m

€ 114.6 m

Turnover 2001
(in million euros)

Domestic passenger transport 

International passenger transport

Full-Load traffic (B-Cargo)

ABX Logistics Belgium

Infrastructure management

Miscellaneous

Total: € 2 171.4 million
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SNCB ensures public service obligations including the domestic
transport of passengers as well as the maintenance and the
management of the network. To play this part, SNCB receives an
allowance of € 1 billion annually.

Besides those tasks, freight and international passenger activities
fall within the scope of a market strategy aimed at profitability.

This is also true for the various subsidiaries of SNCB which spread
their know-how to numerous countries for a wide range of
activities such as high-speed line building, freight transport,
telecommunications, etc.
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SNCB plays a major part in passenger transport in Belgium.
In 2001, it ran more than 3,500 trains a day, thus transporting an
average of 750,000 passengers.

In 2001:

> 160.3 million passengers transported
(146.5 million passengers on domestic services and 13.8 million
passengers on international services)

> 8,038 million passenger-km* by train in 2001
> turnover: € 917.7 million (361.3 of which being State subsidies)
> transport capacity: 247,000 seats

Fleet, at present:

> domestic service :
680 power units
1,197 coaches
61 railcars

> international service :
326 classic coaches
128 trailers for Eurostar and Thalys together
60 couchette coaches
6 sleepers

* Unit for measuring. It stands
for the transport of one
passenger over one kilometre.
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Freight transport demand should have increased by 35 % in 2010.
To meet this demand, SNCB intends offering its customers a
tailor-made service both in conventional and combined transport
(train + road).

In 2001:

> 57 million tonnes freight, conveyed with full-load wagons
> 7,080 million tonnes-km* by full-load wagons
> turnover: € 323 million

Fleet, at present:

> 15,190 wagons belonging to SNCB
> 4,101 privately-owned wagons
> 1,129 rented wagons
> 2,010 letted wagons

* Unit for measuring. It stands for the
transport of one tonne over one
kilometre.

Transport of goods
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SNCB results 2001

Through its subsidiary ABX Logistics, SNCB provides a whole range
of services - haulage, air- and sea freight, as well as logistics - in
a vast number of countries.

It ranks among the leading companies operating in this field.

> operating income: € 3,634.8 million
> operating charges: € 3,596.7 million
> operating results: € 38.1 million
> financial results: € - 57.2 million
> current results: € - 19.1 million
> exceptional results: € - 158.4 million
> overall results: € - 177.5 million
> investments: € 1,225 million

All figures quoted in this leaflet date
back to 31 December 2001.

Logistic sector



Traveller Network projects

Leuven

Charleroi

Namur

Oostende

Lille

Kortrijk

Mons

Arlon

Brugge

Hal Ottignies
Landen

Antwerpen-C.

B-Lux.

Sambreville

Zeebrugge

Genk

Brussels-South

Rivage

Trois-Ponts

Gouvy

Dinant

Bertrix

Athus

Virton

Nivelles

Neerpelt

Herentals

Mol

Lier

La Louvière

Tournai

Mechelen Hasselt

Denderleeuw Schaerbeek

Knokke
Blankenberge

Paris

London

Luxemburg

Cologne

Amsterdam

(tgv)

Fleurus

Visé

Libramont

De Panne

Ath

Bastogne

Renaix

Increase in capacity

Increase in speed

New infrastructure

Modernised stations

(tgv)

Liège-Guillemins

Gent
St-Pieters

Couvin Luxemburg

Jeumont

Maastricht

Eeklo

Poperinge

Quévrain

Binche

Eupen

Marloie

LLN

Schuman

BXL-Central

BXL-Nord

Investment plan 2001 - 2012

> Traveller
     Networks

In the next 12 years, SNCB will invest € 17.7 milliard in the
modernisation and development of its network and the renovation
of its stations. These efforts should bring about an increase by
50% in the number of passengers by 2010.
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> Freight
     Network

€ 0.612 M
€ 3.692 M

€ 4.556 M

€ 1.556 M
€ 0.679 M

€ 1.798 M

€ 3.996 M

€ 0.874 M

Capacity keep-up

Capacity increase

RER project

Mixed HST - domestic network infrastructure

HST-infrastructure

Rolling stock

Stations

Logistic

Total: € 17.733 milliard
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Investment plan
2001 - 2012 (in milliard euros)

Six priorities:
Modernisation of the main traveller and freight lines

Purchase of rolling stock
Development of infrastructure around Brussels-National airport

Improvement of access and equipment in harbour areas
Implementation of the RER network (regional express railroad) in and around Brussels

Completion of the HST project
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Since the beginning of the nineties, SNCB has been building up a
314-km high-speed line network on which trains will run at 300
km/h. This will make Belgium one of the main links of the
European high-speed network.
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314 km of high speed lines
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The development of a regional express network in and around
Brussels will enable to provide an answer to the ever-increasing
need for transport towards the capital.

The implementation of this project requires to extend the
capacity in such a way that trains stopping frequently and
through trains can coexist. New trains will be commissioned in
order to increase the number of seats.

An RER-project for Brussels
and its surroundings

2 trains an hour
4 trains an hour
RER bus
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For additional information
Please phone + 32 (0)2 526 37 79

For fares and timetables
Please phone + 32 (0)2 528 28 28

Cette brochure est également disponible en français.
Deze brochure bestaat ook in het Nederlands.

Diese Broschüre ist auch auf Deutsch erhältlich.

www.b-rail.be

responsible editor: L. Gillieaux, SNCB Communication, rue de France, 1060 Brussels
photos: L. Goossenaarts, D. Moinil, SNCF/CAV
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