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THE HISTORY OF THE RAILROAD 
IS THE HISTORY OF THE MODERN WORLD 

Railway Maps of the World is an irresistible compendium of historical and contemporary railway 
maps, route guides, and travel posters from every corner of the world. More than 500 full-
color images are enhanced by a text brimming with vivid details and charming anecdotes, in a 
collection that is the essential guide to the world's most beautiful and sophisticated rail systems. 

From charts of the earliest rail system in Corinth for transporting ships over land to the 
outrageously ambitious plans of the longest railway in the world, the Trans-Siberian, Ovenden's 
fantastic book explores both the breadth and the beauty of the millions of miles of tracks that 
have been laid throughout the world, and even those that are yet to come. It reveals how 
railroads opened up continents, unified countries, drove economic growth, changed our diets, 
and put places literally "on the map." 

Railway Maps of the World is a visual delight, a must-have for every train fanatic— 
armchair or ticketed, history buff,  and lover of graphic design. 


