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Introduction 
The next 10 years will bring great advances 
in the formation  of  a high-speed rail network 
across Europe. By 2005, it should be poss-
ible to travel from  London to Amsterdam in 
little over 3 hours, to Lyon in less than 4 
hours, to Köln in around 4 hours and to 
Frankfurt  in 5 hours. The development of 
high-speed rail transport in Europe started 
from  different  standpoints in several coun-
tries in the 1970s. Only now, 25 years later, 
are international links becoming of  major 
importance. This report concentrates mainly 
on the high-speed links being created 
between countries in Western Europe with 
particular reference  to the Trans European 
Network (TEN) which has been identified  as 
strategically important by the European 
Union. 


