
LONDON'S 
UNDERGROUND 

BY 

F.  Henry  Homon 

LONDON 



CONTENTS 

Chapter  One TWO HISTORIC RAILWAYS -
The  Birth of  an Idea—The  Metropolitan  Rail-
way—The  Twin  Lines—The  Twin  Lines'  Steam 
Trains—The  Human  Side—The  Great Elec-
trification  Controversy. 

Chapter  Two  THE FIRST TUBE RAILWAYS 
Driving Tube  Tunnels—The  City  and  South 
London  Tube—The  Great Northern  and  City 
Railway—The  Waterloo  and  City  Railway— 
The  Central  London  Railway—The  Bakerloo, 
Hampstead  and  Piccadilly  Lines. 

26 

Chapter  Three  A MODERN SURVEY OF THE 
UNDERGROUND SYSTEM - - 46 
Metropolitan  Locomotives—Below Baker  Street 
and  Finchley  Road—Spectacular  Work  on the 
District  Line—Central  Line Extension to West 
Ruislip — Extending  into Essex — Tunnelling 
through  Stratford  Marshes—A  Tour  of  the 
Hainault  Line—The  Piccadilly  Line—The 
Hounslow  and  Uxbridge  Extensions—The 
Northern  Line—High  Barnet and  Elstree  Exten-
sions—-140 Feet  down  to the Deep Level Tube 
—An Unusual  Tunnel  Mouth—The  Finsbury 
Park  link. 

Chapter  Four  DEVELOPMENT OF THE UNDER-
GROUND TRAIN - - . -
1920-1930 Tube  Cars—Rolling  Stock  for  the 
Piccadilly  Extensions—Multiple  Unit  Train 
Control—Modem  Surface  Line Cars—Braking 
Systems  and  the Metadyne—Modem  Tube  Cars 
—Steam  Locomotives and  other vehicles. 

77 

Chapter  Pive  SIGNALLING AND TRACK 
Automatic Signalling  and  the "Train  Stop"— 
Signal  Types—Speed  Restrictions  through 
Signalling—Aldgate  Signal  Cabin—Remote 
Control—Lillie  Bridge  Permanent Way  Depot 
—The  Track—The  Men  You  Rarely See. 



Chapter  Six  POWER STATIONS & PASSENGER 
STATIONS I l l 
Lots Road  Power Station—Power  Lines and 
Sub-Stations—Passenger  Stations—King's  Cross 
Interchange  Station  — Stations  of  Today  — 
Escalators  and  Lifts—Ventilation. 

Chapter  Seven TRAINING, TICKETS & TRAFFIC 
CONTROL 121 
Learning the lob—Concerning  Tickets—Traffic 
Control—The  Central  Control  Office. 

Chapter  Eight  ACTON OVERHAUL WORKS - - 131 
Bogie Overhaul—Motor  and  Body  Overhaul. 

Chapter  Nine  CONCLUSION 135 
A Little  Economic History—Headquarters— 
Plans for  the Future. 

Appendix  CHRONOLOGY OF PRINCIPAL 
EVENTS ON LONDON'S UNDER-
GROUND RAILWAYS - - - 140 

• A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S ' 

The author realised that in attempting to write 
comprehensibly about London's Underground Railways, 
he would need to consult many records and to visit 
most of  the places mentioned in this book. He is parti-
cularly indebted to those officials  of  the London 
Transport Executive who facilitated  these tasks, and 
hopes that any one of  them reading this will accept 
the author's sincere thanks as they are written here. 
With equal sincerity he thanks each and everyone not 
directly connected with the Executive who so kindly 
helped by supplying information. 


